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controversies which led up to this disestablishment could forget
for long the arguments of which he had been a partisan. This
treatise Gauguin caused in an intentionally indirect way to
come to the Bishop's notice. In reply Gauguin received, also
indirectly, a rich and ornamental volume of the history and
achievement of the Catholic Church since its foundation* It was
finely printed, illustrated with many photographs, well cross-
indexed, "the work of twelve venerable men/' The intention
was undoubtedly to make short work of his arguments, but
Gauguin, for whom the Bible had always been a favourite book,
read it attentively and returned it, accompanied by a long note
containing his critical appreciation. The Bishop did not reply
and there was no further discussion. Gauguin had touched on too
many theological controversies, and it was evident, unfortu-
nately, that in composing his reply he had enjoyed himself.
After studying the effect of the teaching of the Mission in
the island Gauguin was able to draw satisfaction from one
point. The civilising efforts of the Church had not been able
to make of marriage more than an amusing ceremony. Marriage
was enforced, for it was theoretically the custom since all the
younger islanders were received automatically into the Church.
The natural promiscuity of the Polynesian woman had in no
way been lessened by the European clothes which she frequently
had to wear, and the custom of the adoption of children, owing
to the married or unmarried mother's incapability of knowing
for certain who had been the father, still continued. The
bastard was an incomprehensible creation of the Western mind.
In Polynesia it continued to bear no stigma and to be adopted
by someone at birth and by everyone by instinct. As every
woman in the islands would have qualified as a prostitute in
Europe, there was in fact no prostitution, for customs must be
judged by their opposites. There was no certainty, when the
gendarme mayor had performed the civil ceremony for two or
more couples, that they would be paired in the same way
when they arrived at the church for the religious ceremony*
The Bishop, in the eloquent manner of all missionaries, would